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Therefore his plays were beautifully fair.

For as the Worker, so the Work will be.
MN. Then that is why harsh Philocles a writes harshly,

And that is why vile Xenocles writes vilely,

And cold Theognis writes such frigid plays.
AG.  Yes, that is why.    And I perceiving this

Made myself womanlike.

MN.                                        My goodness, how ?

Etr.  O, stop that yapping : in my youthful days

I too was such another one as he.
MN. Good gracious !   I don't envy you your schooling.
EU. (sharply) Pray, let us come to business, sir.
MN.                                                                 Say on

EU. A wise man, Agathon, compacts his words,

And many thoughts compresses into few.6

So, I in my extremity am come

To ask a favour of you.
AG.                                      Toll me what.

EU. The womankind at their Home-feast to-day

Are going to pay me out for my lampoons.
AG.  That's bad indeed, but how can I assist you ?
EU.  Why, every way.    If you'll disguise yourself.

And sit among them like a woman born,

And plead my cause, you'll surely get me off.

There's none but you to whom I dare entrust it.0
AG. Why don't you go yourself, and piead your cause ?
EU. I'll tell you why. They know me well by sight;

And I am grey, you see, and bearded too,

But you've a baby face, a treble voice,

b These two lines come from the Jleolus of Kuripidcs, with
"Agathon " for lla?5c?. Line 179 is from Ahestls 850 Kaivc/}
fiapctg. ffv/u.<f>Qp$ TreTrX^/u^os.

0 Lit, "for you alone could speak in a manner worthy
of me.'*